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CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all previous versions of claims 
presented in this application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for pr e v e nt i ng treating a neurodegenerative 
condition selected from the group consisting of Parkinson's disease and Alzheimer's 
disease , comprising administering to a mammal in need of such provont i on treatment 
a therapeutically effective amount of a composition comprising brimonidine or a 
pharmaceutically effective salt thereof. 

2. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein said composition is 
administered to the mammal by systemic delivery. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein administration of said composition is 
effective to prevent death or degeneration of neurons projecting to or from an area of 
the brain of said mammal selected from the group consisting of the ventral tegmental 
area, the locus sereleous and the substantia nigra. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said neurodegenerative condition is 
Parkinson's disease. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said neurodegenerative condition is 
Alzheimer's disease. 

6. (Original) A method for preventing death or degeneration of neural cells projecting 
to or from a region of the brain selected from the group consisting of the substantia 
nigra, the locus ceruleus and the ventral tegmental area comprising administering to 
a mammal in need thereof a composition comprising brimonidine or a 
pharmaceutically effective salt thereof. 
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7. (Previously presented) A method of preventing neuron death or degeneration in a 
mannnnal having a neurodegenerative disease, the method comprising the step of 
administering to the mammal a composition comprising brimonidine or a 
pharmaceutically effective salt thereof. 

8. (Previously presented) The method of claim 7, wherein the mammal has 
Alzheimer's disease. 

9. (Previously presented) the method of claim 7, wherein the mammal has 

Parkinson's disease. 

10. (Canceled). 

1 1 . (New) A method for treating neurodegeneration of the brain associated with 
Parkinson's disease or Alzheimer's disease, the method comprising the step of 
administering to the mammal a composition comprising brimonidine or a 
pharmaceutically effective salt thereof. 

12. (New) The method of claim 11, wherein the neurodegeneration is associated 
with Parkinson's disease. 

13. (New) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the neurodegeneration is associated 
with Alzheimer's disease. 
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